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One of the weak

The Army's points of each of the

~ , , two army reorganiGreatest
zation bills, as the

Need. Times justly re

marks, is that neitherof them makes any provision for the

education of the immense number of new

officers that will be required if the army is

to be largely increased. To appoint untrainedofficers from civil life would be to

cripple the efficiency of the military machine
and to hean un asrain. with oDen eves and in

permanent form, all the scandals of Algerism.
Whether we have 25,000, 50,000 or 100,000

men, all the officers required ought to have

a thorough military training. More than

that, the same training ought to be given
to every officer who will be called upon to

command our reserves in war. For lack of

such knowledge in their officers our volunteersin the Spanish war sickened and died.

To repeat that experience in another war

would be a national crime.

Our regular army and reserves on a war

footing ought to number at least a quarter
of a million men, and the officers for an

army of that size should be trained in time

of peace. That means at least ten thousand

officers, which is nearly three times as many

as the Military Academy at "West Point has

graduated from its foundation a century
ago to the present time.

X \J ACC^ up CL pcilliaucut ouppijl UL ten

thousand trained officers West Point should

be able to turn out at least five hundred

graduates a year.preferably a thousand.

In other words, it should be a great nationaluniversity, with ten times its present
maximum number of 367 cadets. Instead

of educating a select few it should be on the

scale of the Ecole Polytechnique or Saint

Cyr.
A member of the Journal's editorial staff

recently investigated the opportunities for

expansion at West Point. There is no more

perfect situation in the world for a great
university. Harvard and the University of

Michigan, with between 3,000 and 4,000 students
each, cannot compare with it in that

respect. Dominating the Hudson from its

lofty promontory, it gives health to the body
and delight to the mind. Its crisp air stimulatesthe brain and enables its students to

master what is even now the most exacting
course of study pursued in any military
school in the world.
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the advantages of West Point are confined to

a circle as small as that of a country college.
Hardly any change in organization would be

needed to accommodate ten times the presentnumber of cadets. A few more dormitoriescould be built on the hills. The beautiful
new Academic building could be turned

into a quadrangle. New laboratories could

be constructed. Additional officers, could be

detailed as instructors, and distinguished
professors could be appointed from civil life.

All that is needed is a brief statute and

an appropriation. With those our little Military
Academy would expand smoothly and

easilv into a national War University that

would Insure us in any future conflict against
the fatal blunders whose results we are

mourning now.

The action of the

JUSTICE j Court of Cassation
in ordering a stay

STILL LIVES IN of proceedings in the

FRANCE. Picquart court-mar1tial gives assurance

that Dreyfus will at last have a fair trial.
While there is no diminution of the antiSemiticfeeling that has caused the persecutionof Dreyfus, I the courts have decided to

let facts instead of race prejudice control
their future action.
This is all the more remarkable when the

intense bitterness that has animated the

partisans of the army is considered. That
France is willing to acknowledge its error

and grant belated justice to Dreyfus is a

gratifying evidence of returning reason.

f j Democrats throughACLOSE out the country will
do well to keep their

SENATORIAL eyeg on the contest
CONTEST. for the seat now oc

j cupied by Senator
Faulkner, of West Virginia. It is one of unusualInterest and importance. The recent
legislative elections in West Virginia ended
in a Democratic victory. The Democrats
carried the lower house of the Legislature by
a clear majority of seven. They also elected ,

seven of the thirteen Senators chosen at the
same time. But owing to the McKinlev landslideof 1896 eleven of the thirteen holdover
Senators were Republicans. This would give
a net Republican majority of eight in the
Senate, or one on joint ballot.
But it happens that two of the Republican

ression of the Journal's
orld, and construct grea
ziple of national expansl
holdover Senators accepted commissions in
the army, and this, according to the theory
which it is proposed to apply to General
Wheeler, vacated their seats. Acting upon
this belief two Democrats were nominated
and elected to fill the vacancies. If these
are seated the Republican majority in the
State Senate will be reduced to four, which
will give the Democrats a majoritj' of three
on joint ballot.
In any case, the retirement of Senator

Ellcins two years hence is assured, for the
Democrats will have the majority of the
holdovers then. But it is to be hoped that
they may save this year's seat as well.

A Pacific cable means that Hawaii and the
Philippines will be as near to Washington as

Baltimore is. It means that every throb of
the American national heart will pulse to the
remotest islands of our domain. Until we

get that cable the islands will be only half
annexed. We must have it, and at once.
And the people must own it.

The great ChrlstNOTABLEmas number of the
Journal will appear

WORK IN to-morrow. ItoaaJOURNALISM.not fail to interest
and instruct every

reader of this paper. It represents a vast

expenditure of money and the labor of the
world's most famous artists and writers.
In variety of subjects, in novelty of treatment,in originality of conception and

achievement it will stand unsurpassed. There

is no field of human endeavor that is not

covered in this publication.
The reproduction or tne pictorial me ui

our Saviour by Tissot, the greatest Christian
painter of modern times, is a triumph of

artistic color work. No one can look unmovedupon the portrayal of the world's

tragedy, rendered with marvellous fidelity
to the striking portrayal of the original canvas.Tissot spent ten years in the Holy
Land that he migl^t be imbued with the

spirit of the scene, with the result that he

has given to the Christian world a series of

pictures vivid with the charm and solemnity
of his subject. y
There are many other features of the

Christmas number which will appeal to the

lovers of the unusual. A Christmas love

story by William Waldorf Astor, America's

expatriated multi-millionaire, is a novelty in

itself.
Bret Harte contributes a poem entitled

"Truthful James and the Klondiker." It

contains all the wit and picturesque characterizationthat marked the author's earlier

work.
Hall Caine tells "Why tne worm is crowingBetter and Happier." It is a thoughtful

analysis of the progress of human affairs

since the Saviour came into the world.
Dr. Leon Berthault, who saw and talked

with Dreyfus on Devil's Island, describes
his visit to the Journal. It furnishes a personalstudy of the famous prisoner, how he

is guarded, his hopes, his messages to his

friends and many absorbing facts not heretoforepublished.
Nor is the more cheerful side of life neglectedin this Christmas issue. It deals with

beauty in many forms. There is a page of

charming photographs of London society
leaders and their children. Stage favorites

pose in fashionable attire. A variety of subjectsis treated by noted American writers.

The Christmas number of the Journal representsthe very highest type of the modern

newspaper.

Mr. Charles T.

THE CHICAGO Terkes, who is try
ing to secure possesORSsion of streets of

SIDE. Chicago for f^fty
j years, desires to place

his side of the controversy in which he is

engaged before the public. That is his right,
and the Journal accordingly accommodates
him by printing his statement in its news

columns. Mr. Yerkes accuses the editors of

Chicago of being a gang of blackmailers.
The editors' answer to this appears reasonablyobvious. None of Mr. Yerkes's journalisticopponents, so far as we are aware,

has ever been in State's prison. Mr. Yerkes

has.

Evidently the CorTHEPUBLIC I bett - Sharkey fake

« T"/~\ RC fight has been treat_
l-y-J v L"-' ' v ed by the lovers or

FOOLED. the pugilistic game
as a mere incident.

They are willing to forget it in the assurancethat McCoy will meet Sharkey at the

Lenox Club in January.
Here are two prize lighters, with sloping

foreheads, disdaining honest work, yet able

to filch from a gullible public anywhere
from $15,000 to $25,000 for a few hours spent
in pummelling each other.
McCoy has shrewdly provided that if the

receipts are over $40,000 the surplus shall

bei divided between himself and Sharkey.
Smart man McCoj/ But can a similar complimentbe paid to those who make it possible,by paying from $5 to $20 a seat, for the

prize fighter to become rich in a night, when

honest men wear their lives out in toil for a

bare existence?
Here is another view. Colonel George Waring,who made New York a clean and healthfulcity, was a public benefactor.- He died

in the line of his duty. For more *han a

month past public spirited citizens have been

trying to raise a fund of $100,000, the interestto go to the support of Colonel Waring's
wife and daughter. So far only $68,000 has

been secured. It is slow work.
The New York public can pay $40,000 for a

National Policy: Annex
it national universities at
on.

brutal evening's entertainment in the prize
ring, with the occasional assurance that it
will be robbed of its money, but when it
comes to a prompt tribute to the memory of
a faithful servant, that is an entirely differentmatter.

Immediately after

ROOSEVELT the election the Journalgave GovernorANDelect Roosevelt but

PLATT. one suggestion. It
said: "Please skin

Irian. aiiu it Hieaiii wnai it sarn, x xic

advice does not seem to have been wasted.
While the Easy Boss has not lost any of

his cuticle as yet, he is in a fair way to
suffer that deprivation. Perhaps the Governor-electintends to save the victim as

much suffering as possible by applying a

freezing process before the skinning begins.
There was a dread chill in the atmosphere

when Pupil Piatt came to Teacher Roosevelt
with his little slate. It was a machine-made
composition that he had to offer, and it met
with a cold reception. That it was not wiped
clean with one sweep of the sponge was dug
to the teacher's new found affection for the

pupil.
Mr. Piatt Is not too old to learn. But is he

willing to sit at the feet of a Governor of his
own choosing and learn wisdom? Probably
not. Piatt likes his own way. If he can't
have it he may take his doll rags and go
home. He has done it before.
But what has Roosevelt to lose by all this?

Absolutely nothing. If he wants to strengthen
his claim on public favor let him keep on

skinning Piatt.

Mayor Harrison,
KTrv /"* I_J A AT r* C nf Phioairn ^onicc;
i^i u unnnuc< vjthat he has incited

FOR mobs to lynch the

HANGING YET. Aldermen who are

preparing to betray
the city by turning over Its streets to a corporationfor fifty years. That is well. The

guardian of law and order must not advocate
lawless violence.

It may be said that the spectacle of a

dozen boodle Aldermen suspended from lamp
posts would have most salutary effects, not

only in Chicago but in every city infected
with political corruption. For a time it
would make ward politicians everywhere as

circumspect as they were in San Francisco
for a few years after the Vigilance Committeesof 1851 and 1856. Honest men would
have a chance in politics, and the public
would have the benefit of its own property.
While this is true, the remedy would be

worse than the disease. Anarchy would be
a poor substitute for corruption. Mayor
Harrison cannot connive at lawlessness. To
do so would be to put himself on a level with
Tanner. He may say with propriety that

boodle Aldermen ought to be hanged, but he

cannot offer to help to hang them, nor even

to permit a mob to do it.

It is singular that

NO a movement for the
dissolution of Greater

SECESSION New York should

FOR BROOKLYN. come from Brooklyn.
I [Before consolidation

Manhattan was on financial velvet. The debt

of the old city was well within the constitutionallimit, and municipal rapid transit was

about to be an accomplished fact. When

Brooklyn and the outlying towns came in

Manhattan had to shoulder the burden of

their swollen debts and exorbitant tax rates,
and she had to give up her own rapid transitto provide them with improvements.
Among other things Brooklyn is to have

three new bridges, paid for chiefly with Manhattanmoney. That is too good a thing to

let go. The intelligent taxpayers of Brook-

lyn are hardly likely to encourage any secessionproposition.

ALDEN J. BLETHEN.

Editor-iu-Chief of the Seattle Times Approves
.the Journal's Policy.

(Seattle Times.)
Probably no young man in America bas come

more rnplilly to the front in American thought and
In behalf of a better and a greater America than
Mr. W. R. Hearst, the proprietor of the San FranciscoExaminer and New York Journal.
Mr. Hearst Is emphatically the leader of young

managers and publishers In the nation to-day,
commanding, as he does, a clientage, through the
patronage of the Journal and the Examiner, of

fifty to one hundred per cent grenter than that
obtained by any other newspaper publisher in
America, for both these newspapers have not less
than a million copies of circulation per diem, with
probably "three million five hundred thousand
readers" In the United States!
While Mr. Hearst may be over-enthusiastic, and

may advance a little too rapidly for the gait of
old Democratic war horses, the rapidity of whose
movements have become somewhat stiffened by
age, nevertheless there isn't a Democrat in America,nor a liberal minded publisher therein, nor a

liberal minded man, without regard to political
faith, who will not applaud the editorial which
appeared simultaneously In the Journal and Examineron Tuesday. November 15, over the slgna-
ture of Mr. Hearst himself, under the caption
"The Democratic National Policy."

Young: Mr. Ballej's Conceit.
[Bridgeport (Conn.) Standard.]

Young Mr. Bailey, of Texas, has an idea that
notwithstanding all opposition he will be able
to hold the leadership of the Democrats In the
rational House of Representatives. He seems to

Imagine that the New York Journal is responsible
for the opposition to him, and that he can overcomethat adversary easily. Mr. Bailey Is still
young, and among his mistakes Is the idea of
his own Importance to the party. There are a

very goodly number of Democrats who would be
glad to see some one else at the head of the
party, and It is not improbable that they may be
able to make themselves felt when the time
comes. Were there any such possibility as the
Speakership Involved we have no doubt that Mr.
Bailey would be thrown down, for the party
would not take the responsibility of having him
control the course of legislation, and some other
and older leader would be given the honor.

Hawaii, secure bases in
f West Point and Annap

WASHIN
MASHIXGTOX, D. C., Dec. 9..The Xicaragua

Canal is engaging the best brains here.
Congressmen, coming fresh from contact

with their constituents, reflect the feeling of the
people. The average American wants the canal,
wants it built by the Government, owned by the
Government and retained for this country's use

as against Great Britain or any other possible
enemy in case of war. To that end fortifications
at each opening are desired. There is no doubt
that if^ a vote could do it'both houses would declareoverwhelmingly for that programme. But
formidable obstacles interpose themselves and no
scheme to permit such straightforward action has
been proposed. Tbfcse obstacles at present are

three:
First.The Government of Nicaragua.
Second.The Maritime Company.
Third.The McKiniey Administration.
President Zelyaya and ids fellow politicians of

Nicaragua know the state of the public mind in
the United States as well as we do. They are

aware that the time lias at last come when this
cpulent country is ready to open its purse for the
construction of the canal. The opportunity for a

hold-up is magnificent. Their eyes were sharp as

J. Pierpont Morgan's were when his friend, Mr.
Cleveland, signified his intention to issue bonds.
The Nicaraguan Hannas, Instead of hailing the arrivalof the-«^y which will make their country
rich, are industriously throwing up barricades. If
we want anything that is in their power to give,
not patriotism but business principles will guide
them when they yield. Hence the granting of the
Eyre-Cragin concession, which is to run when the
Maritime Company's concession expires by limitation,in October, 1899; hence, also, the concession
to the English Atlas Steamship Company for the
navigation .of Lake Nicaragua, for railroads and
tramways, this grant giving the company a claim
for compensation for the destruction of its busi-
ness oy tne Duuaers 01 rue canni, wnoever rney
may be.to wit, ourselves. Behind these Nlcnraguanpoliticians is every interest opposed to an

interoceauic waterway under governmental ownership,including England and our own overland railroads.
The McKinley Administration, when asked by

the Senate what steps had been taken to frame
a treaty with Nicaragua looking to the constructionof the canal by this Government, made
answer through Secretary Day that no steps had
been taken, the Administration feeling that it
would be neither right nor seemly for the Governmentto oust an American company, which
had dene much work and possessed vested interests.

The Maritime Company, which thus stands as

the lion in the path, has not been viewed with
trust and affection by public men who serve the
public. The olel proposal that the Government
guarantee its bonds.pay for the canal, that is,
and then leave the canal when finished as the
private property of the corporation.has no open
advocates now. The people, since the war with
Spain and the Oregon's voyage, would uot
stand it.

Indeed, the participation of a corporation at

Oppc
Washington, Dec. 9..The Army Reorganization

bill is dividing the interest in Congress with the
Nicarnguan Canal bill. Congressmen seen to-night
speak as follows:

Senator Henry M. Teller, of Colorado:
"I think there is no necessity for a standing

army of 100,000 men, and I feel very sure that
Congress is not going to raise such au army. Our
regular army is now about 01,000 men strong, but
as soon as peace is declared, next week or the
week after, under the ruling of Congress the army
must be placed on a peace basis. During the last
session of Congress we added two artillery regimentsto the standing army. We may have to

o IntO-hnt. In +l>ic! Uirontirm hp-

cause we are building groat coast defences. These
will be of no account, of course, if we have not
trained artillerymen, men n-iio can handle these
great guns and make them useful in time of war.

I see no necessity for any further increase. I
think the country should rely 011 its National
Guard. This should be reorganized and placed
on such a basis that in the future when volunteersare wanted entire regiments of National
Guardsmen could be accepted. If we were to
have a big war In which half a million or a millionmen were needed we would have to call for
volunteers. In the Spanish war we had to dependon volunteers. AA'e will always have to look
to them. The National Guard should be the care

of the country rather than a large standing army.
"As to the details of reorganization, I think

that before Congress is through the entire AVar
Department will be revolutionized. The commandinggeneral of the army, a military man.

should be the responsible head. To him all the
staff should look for their Instruction. Aye should
not be forced to depend on a civilian who happensto be Secretary of AAyar. He may, perhaps,
be an accident in any Cabinet and know nothing
at ail of military usage and needs. Before all
this is over Congress will have found the weak
places in the AA'ar Department and will make the
necessary changes.

"A great navy is what this country needs. In

the building of it our money should be spent. AA'e
can raise an army in three months, as good as any
standing army the country has ever seen. The
only necessity uj. <i vmumcci .a ..

take rare of himself. He will tight just as well at

one time as at another. But we can't build ships
In a month. All the wars of the future we will
have to meet with our navy, so the great necessity
lies In spending our money in that direction."

Against
AGAINST PROPOSED SALE OF PHILIPPINES.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 9..The proposition to

sell all the Philippines, which it is rumored meets

with the favor of the Administration, has been receivedwith astonishment in Congress. Those who
favor the annexation of the islands are disgusted
at the new development, while thpse who think we

ought to establish an independent government in

the Philippines regard their sale as contrary to the

spirit of our institutions and a gross outrage upon
the Filipinos.

Senator Kyle, who will soon introduce a bill proTidingfor the sale of all the Islands except Luzon,
Is not alone In the belief that the Administration
contemplates getting rid of the problem by disposingof them for cash.to England presumably. This
sale is not expected to occur in the next few

weeks, but in the course of the next few years,
one Senator well qualified to know giving three
years as the limit of our owuership.

Representative De Armond, a Democratic House

leader, explained his views thus:
"As to the sale of the Philippines, said to be

under consideration by the President and his advisers,I think it would be far better to turn the
Islands over to-the control of the Filipinos themselves,thus giving them the boon of freedom. Of
course, we could and should make with the new

insular government such trade arrangements as

would best suit us, and in addition to conceding us

full control over such -oaling and naval stations

the West Indies, dig the
olis, And we reaffirm t

GTON: °ne

all iu the work is repugnant to the popular wish.
It revives memory of the transcontinental railroads,subsidies, chicane, the Credit Mobilier and
Contract and Finance Company, colossal thievery,
gigantic private fortunes, bankruptcy and a

cheated government. *

However, the existing prospect Is that the
friends of the canal will be obliged, temporarily
at least, to take the Maritime Company into
camp and use it as a stalking horse in a linnt for
the scalps of the designing Nicaraguans. Senator
Morgan's bill has been so amended that not a

share of the Maritime capital stock will remain
In. private hands. A few millions of it will go to
the governments of Nicaragua and Costa ltica,
and the rest of it remain in our own Government'spossession. The plan is to substitute the
Government for the Maritime Company in fact,
retaining the name under which to work, the corporationto be compensated for its outlay and rights
by a grant of bonds not to exceed $5/000,000.

Men whose every instinct is against corporate
meddling, even in name only, with the canal, lean
to this scheme because under the circumstances it
is the only one yet advanced which does not involveindefinite delay. Should it be rejected, and
the Maritime Company's time limit expire, as It
will ten months from now, the country will be
faced by the Eyre-Cragin concession.

A formidable drawback is that, if working underthe name of the Maritime Company, the
United States would not possess sovereignty and
could not fortify the canal. It is argued that
fortifying would be of little avail, since any individualenemy with a handful of dynamite could
slip up to the banks anywhere along the line and
do more damage than could be inflicted by a bombardingfleet at either end. That consideration
moves those who advance it to be cordial towurd
the proposition that England be Invited to join
with us In cnnranteelner the canal's neutrality.
But how that would insure against dynamite is
not explained. Moreover, it would be tantamount
to renewing the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. That
masterpieee of American stupidity in diplomacy,
by the way, is not taken seriously by any friend
of the canal. From the White House down, it is
assumed that England will not really make a

stand for it. There is a profound and satisfying
American conviction that the eider branch of the
English speaking race has so thoroughly awakenedto our charms and merits that it wouldn't
quarrel with us for a hundred ClaylOu-Bulwer
treaties, not to mention one which is worse than
mouldy and lias been violated by England herself
into the bargain.

The desire of the people being for an American
canal, and one closed to the ships of any power
with which we may in the future bo at war. Congressin its present temper would very much like
to see its way to saying to Nicaragua: "We want
a strip of your territory through which to run a

canal. Name your price and you can have it, but
in any event you must get out of the way."

That would be franker than t lie frankest kind
of the "new diplomacy," which our English brethrenare admiring, but the world in general would
describe it as piracy, brutal coercion of a weak
nation by a strong one, and other unpleasant

4-o Din /
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Senator William E. Harris, of Kansas:
"Much as I regret It, I fear the regular army

must be increased to 100,000 men. I see no other
course left for us to follow than to grant a very
heavy increase. It may be possible to accomplish
all our ends with a smaller force, but I doubt it.
The coming of our new colonies has added this
burden to the people's load. We have to take care

of these colonies, and I do not see how we can

escape a large standing army.
"In the reorganization of the army, a bill for

which will soon be before Congress, I think some
marked changes should be made. The first and the
greatest is to take from the Secretary of War
powers which he now holds and place them in the
hands of the General commanding the army. The
various bureaus should also be changed and the
responsibility for the whole conduct of the army
placed on the shoulders of a military man. the
General commanding. Our Secretary of War is an

anomaly, and his powers are entirely too extensive.
"In the future, though, I think the country

should devote itself to the building of a greater
navy rather than to spend money on a large standingarmy. The sea power is the one which will
rule in the future. We must meet all our oppo
nents in the future on the sea. Our policy, then,
should be a great navy and as small a standing

Representative De Armond:
"I regard a large standing army as a useless

thing In a republic like ours. It might soon becomealso a most dangerous thing. I do not commitmyself to the proposition that our regular
army ought not to be increased somewhat, but
the reasons for the increase, if any, ought to be
clear and strong."

Representative Richardson:
"We cannot and should not maintain a vast

standing army, in time of peace. Our reliance
must be 011 the volunteers. We may have to make
a small increase, but it should not be great. The
military establishment of our country was large
enough and strong enough for us until war came

up last Summer. Then we were forced to resort
to volunteers."

General Joseph Wheeler:
"I was surprised to see that I was reported as

saying that I had determined to resign from Congress.I have never gone further than to say that
when I had time I would give the matter an investigation,and would do what was right- The
statement that the President had asked me to adSelling

the P
as we might need the emancipated islanders, withouta murmur of dissent, would give us a reasonableamount in bonds to defray part of the cost

of the war out of which freedom to them would be
secured. Thus in generosity to the Filipinos we

might find glory and safety for ourselves, without
sacrifice of anything good which might come to

us out of a narrower and more mercenary course."
Senator William K. Harris:
"We cannot afford to go into the Wholesale

land business in this manner, no matter how glad
we might be to be relieved of the burden. It
would be disgraceful. We must give the Filipinos
a chance; help them to walk alone." t

Senator Henry M. Teller:
"The idea of selling the Philippines to the highestbidder is a dream. We can't do it. We are

responsible to the world now for order in those
islands. We must give the Filipinos a chance to

learn to govern themselves. Our duty goes furtherthan saying to them, 'Start a government
and take care of yourselves.' We must aid them,
nno na snnn ns nossible let them take care of their
own home and municipal affairs.*'

Representative Sulzer:
"To sell the islands would be an outrage contraryto the instincts of humanity and to the

principles of our government. The Filipinos are

not slaves to be bought and sold. We cannot shift
our responsibility by handing over the islands and
their people to some other country."

Representative Richardson:
"I do not favor any policy which looks to the

* Nicaragua Canal, build
mr declaration in favor

t

^'s Nows and
mmont.
things. A decent respect for the prejudices of
mankind requires that we shall use the strong
hand only tinder pretence of doing something else.
There are those who back the Maritime Company
plan in the expectation that it will yield the
necessary pretext. If Nicaragua, encouraged bj(
greed and the interests inimical to the canal, shall
seek by the employment of nefarious technicalities!
to repudiate the Maritime concession and tie u&
with the Eyre-Cragin concern, then this benign
Government, seeking only the progress of civilization,can be duly shocked at such moral turpi^
tude, come to the defence of the rights of Americancitizens whose property has been ravished
from them, and, in correcting this intolerable
wrong, impose upon Nicaragua such terms as

would enable us to build the canal in our own

way and manage it as we please. The world would
be satisfied, sacred forms having been observed,
precedent left unvlolated and a good turn done tb
backward Nicaragua as well as to our enterprisiug
selves.

The country will not be content with anything
short of a fortified American canal. To spend our

money for one that in time of war should be
open to the fighting ships of the enemy as f ely

inon sense insists that we should employ every
possible means for its defence. It is true that an

enemy stronger than ourselves would come Lntq
possession of the canal, but the bombarding at
Santiago and San Juan have demonstrated that
fortifications are not to be destroyed by ships.
And by the time the canal is open we shall have
a navy competent to protect it against any fleet
that can be spared to essay its capture. As for
the danger of dynamite cj-ong the banks, that is a

matter of vigilant '<»/.".drug. We can dig trochaa
as well as the Spaniards, and be immeasurably
more efficient in manning them.

At this writing the Maritime Company as a

mask behind which the American Government can

advance upon the Isthmus has the support of Congressmenwho want the canal. The most ardent
protagonists hitherto of direct action are falling
into line, and unless the ingenuity of some friend
of the work shall develop a better method, the
Maritime mask will be adopted. Always providing,of course, that gentlemen retained for the railroadsdo not prove too strong for this or any other
scheme to free the continent from railroad dominationand to give our navy as well as our commerce
a short cut from ocean to ocean.

One of the debts which this country owes to
Grover Cleveland is this binding of the hands of
Congress. The Frelinghuysen-Zavala treaty negotiatedby Fresldont Arthur would have given us a

Government canal and sovereignty over a strip of
a nnrinl n . tho A r>i nrt on r.

people want now. But Cleveland in his wisdom,
rather than guarantee the integrity of the Nicaraguaagainst possible foreign and neighboring enemies,threw his fat body across the Isthmus,
where, though he is dead, his body remains to
trouble Americans and rejoice Mugwumps and
bribe-hunters both here and in Nicaragua.

ARTHUR M'EWBN, .1

\rmy.
vocate the army bill is untrue. The President
never in any way made such request or even

made any allusion to the army bill or any other
legislation.

"I deny the statement that the Democratic
party is opposed to an increase of the army. Democratsrealize that during the last six months a

great change has taken place in our country. Wq
have become the first power in the world, and an
Jncease in the army has become a necessity."

Representative Claude A. Swanson, Virginia:
"I am traditionally opposed to a great army

establishment. But undoubtedly it will be necessaryto add to the army for use in Porto Rico and
Cuba. I cannot now say what the increase should
be, but 100,01)0 men are preposterously beyond the
necessities of the case. AVe are having a great
navy built, and I presume it could be put to use in
protecting our possessions."

Representative W. A. Jones, Virginia, said: "I
am opposed, of course, to such an increase of the
standing army as is contemplated. I would favor
only such an increase as would be absolutely nec.

essnry, say for use fn Porto Rico and in Cubu, so

long as an army, or a part of an army, be needed
in these islands. I would also favor an increase
of the artillery for coast defence."

Rpnrespntntive I). H. Smith fDem.l. Kentucky;
"The proposed enormous increase of the standingarmy is unnecessary. We do not need such a

large increase, and especially as we are to have
the great navy proposed by the Navy Department.
Of course, we shall need a somewhat larger army
than we have now, so that we may have garrisons
in Porto Rico and Cuba, but not to the extent

suggested by the two reorganization bills before
Congress." j

Senator Doboe, of Kentucky, said:
"I have not made myself familiar with the

text of the so-called Miles bill, introduced yesterdayby Senator Hawley, nor with the measure ad;
voeated by Representative Hull. But as a generalproposition, I am opposed to a large standing
army, and I must say that I am not satisiied that
such an increase as is proposed in our army is at
all necessary. We are not a warlike people in
tile sense of desiring conquests, and for policing
purposes at home our army of 26,000 did its work
in a perfectly satisfactory manner. Of course, I
realize that we must have an increase in order
properly to control our new possessions. But these
people, both in the Philippines and in Porto Rico,
welcomed our coming and hailed our flag with delight.It is surely not going to require an army
to command respect for a just, free and beneficent
rule."
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hilippines.
sale of the Philippine Islands by us. Such *

course seems unjustifiable."
Representative Jones, Virginia:
"I am utterly opposed to the proposition for the

sale of the Philippines if they should ever come

into the possession of the United States."

Representative Swanson, Virginia:
"The proposition to sell the Philippines is in-«

famous. If the Government should take the islandsa sale of them would be equivalent to the

selling of so many human bodies as chattels."
Representative D. H. Smith (Dem.t, Kentucky:
"I am against the sale of the Philippine Islands

absolutely. If toy the action of this Government
we take them from Spain, then we owe it to the

conquered people to keep their country."
Representative T. C. McRae, Arkansas:
"I do not think there will be any attempt made

to sell the Philippines."
Representative Albert J. Hopkins (Rep.), Iljinois:
"I prefer not to discuss the sale of the Philip--'

pines until after the treaty or peace tins ueeu

signed and we know what we own In that direction."N

Representative Jesse F. Stallinga (Dem.), Alabama:
"I am not in favor of the proposed sale of the

Philippines."
Representative Morgan B. Williams (Rep.),

Pennsylvania:
"I am decidedly opposed to such a transaction

as the sale of the Philippines. If we take them we

ought to keep them."


